
The Paw Paw River Water Trail 



68 miles 
2 counties 
7 cities/villages 
9 townships 
1 federally recognized tribe 
 
 
 



Twenty-two trail segments from one to 
nine miles long. 



Such as Graham Ave boat launch in 
Benton Harbor where you can paddle 

upstream a few miles, then turn 
around and float back.  



Some segments of the trail will likely 
always be Advanced (Adventure) level. 



And some stretches will always be a 
wilderness experience, like here at 

Sarett Nature Center. 



Currently, 10 public access sites on the 
PPRWT (with more planned). 



 Lawrence River Park access site. 



Coloma access 



A big shout-out for Paw Paw River 
Campground and Canoe Livery which 

is the only privately owned access. 



Many segments use a put-in or take-
out at bridges; the public has access 
on ROW 33 feet from center of road. 



Some take-outs are easier than others. 



The new county park at former 
Watervliet Dam site will include a 

universal access kayak launch. 



The Village of Paw Paw just received 
funding for a universal access kayak 

launch on Maple Lake. 



Hagar Township has also recently 
received a Natural Resources Trust 
Fund grant for a universal access 

kayak launch in Riverside. 

 



 Trail work by the numbers in 2017: 
 

5 contractors 
~ 36 work days on river 

55 miles of water trail cleared 
additional 21 miles at low water 

Cost $43,000. 
  

 



Before 



After 



Please don’t try this at home! 









The contractors trained by TRC 
understand that most of this beautiful 

river is to be left undisturbed. 









Since 2016, TRC has been helping the 
water trail project with scouting, 
planning, and implementation. 



TRC’s goal now is to make sure the 
conservation values of the river and 

floodplain forest are protected as the 
water trail project moves ahead. 

www.tworiverscoaliton.org 



Community paddles build support 
for trail. 



Community paddle in May on lower 
Paw Paw River in Benton Harbor. 



Take your legislator for a paddle day in 
July between Watervliet and Coloma. 



Why are paddlers literally waiting in 
line for the chance to get on the 

PPRWT? 



There is a reason it is called “The 
Purely Peaceful Paw Paw.” 



…the river flows uninterrupted for 66 
miles through a large floodplain forest 

corridor. 



Plant and animal life abounds. This is 
Buttonbush. 



Lizardtail. 



Water so clear you can see the gravel 
bars. 



Autumn colors are spectacular. 



Lots of interesting critters. 



What is she looking at ...? 



…One of several Blue Heron rookeries 
on the river.  





A great start on the water trail in 2017. 



There is a Facebook page with over 
900 people following the PPRWT and 

often getting over 3,000 views. 



There is a webpage: 
www.pawpawriverwatertrail.org 



Seasonal signs were put up at access 
points all along the water trail 



In 2018, we hope to have 8 Beginner 
level segments, starting from the 
trailhead towns along the river. 



2018 Plans 
 

- paddle pathway maintenance 
- community paddles at trailhead towns; 
- design/distribute rack cards and maps; 

- develop stand alone website; 
- install trailhead signs; 

- develop a sustainable funding plan for 
yearly trail maintenance and promotion 



Let’s talk economics… 



Water trails can create business 
opportunities: kayak rental location in 

Benton Harbor. 



Over 20 million Americans went 
canoeing or recreational kayaking in 

2016 (6.8 % of population).  
Participation in recreational kayaking 
doubled from 2007 to 2016 and has 

increased by over 3.5 million in last six 
years. 

 
Source: The Outdoor Foundation 

 



In 2016, an economic study was done 
on the 104 mile long Huron River 

Water Trail in SE Michigan. Here are 
the results: 

 
2.6 million user days (123,000 users x 

21 visits); 
$29.9 million in direct spending; 

$53.5 million total economic impact. 
 



 







Questions? 




