


Best Practices – Food Waste





Food Donation or Upcycling

• Food Upcycling
• Kalamazoo Valley Gleaners
• Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes

• Collects food from farms, businesses, gardeners, etc. to supply pantries

• Food Pantries
• https://www.feedwm.org/findfood/

https://www.feedwm.org/findfood/


Feed Animals

• Farmers with Livestock



Compost
Food Waste and Yard Waste
• Food Waste –

• Pantries
• Berrien - 28
• Cass – 13
• Van Buren - 9

• Composting Programs
• https://www.turtleridgecompostmi.com/

• Yard Waste –
• Landfill Ban 1995 for yard trimmings 

• Berrien County 
• 13 communities have access to pickup 
• County offers drop-off at SEBCL

• Cass County
• 4 Communities have access to pickup 
• No drop-off

• Van Buren County
• 4 communities have access to pick up
• 3 communities have drop-off at 

transfer stations

https://www.turtleridgecompostmi.com/














Food Waste Curbside Best Practices

• Collection Bin in the kitchen
• Have a latch on the curbside bin(s)

• Reduces pests, odors, and excess 
water

• Line both bins
• Keeps bin clean
• Easier to empty
• Could provide free liners to encourage 

this

• Place curbside bin(s) out for pickup
• Same day as trash pickup
• Tie off bag before pickup
• Rinse after every pickup

• Maintenance
• Keep bin out of direct sunlight
• Do not overfill bin
• Can keep items in fridge or freezer until 

collection day.

• Troubleshooting
• Reduce liquids
• Double line the bin
• Use newspaper or brownpaper bags to 

wrap meats
• Baking soda can help with smells



CO Sustainability 











Organics 
Solutions 
Activity 

Instructions for Groups of 4-5:
1.Choose one of the following categories:

1. Restaurant & Food Service Food Waste
2. Households & Residential Food Waste (including multi-family)
3. Institutional Food Waste (e.g. schools, hospitals)
4. Farms & Food Producers Food Waste (farms, food 

manufacturers, food distributors)
2.Choose a spokesperson to share highlights with the full group.
3.For your category, brainstorm solutions for both urban and rural 

contexts. Think about what's practical, scalable, or already being done 
locally.

4.Organize your ideas into the following sub-categories:
1. Prevention – How can waste be avoided before it starts?
2. Diversion/Donation – Where can food go instead of the landfill?
3. Education – How can behavior be changed?
4. Infrastructure/Policy – What systems or rules are needed?





Goal Review

After learning about food waste best practices, and hearing 
from Dan Tietema from Organicycle last month, what 
actions/objectives/goals are missing?



Waste Reduction 
Hierarchy

• Ensure food waste is 
managed according to 
EGLE’s Organics 
Management 
Hierarchy, prioritizing 
feeding people first.

• Work with food 
pantries and food 
banks to divert edible 
food before it 
becomes waste.



Infrastructure & Access

Site a regional 
compost facility.

1
Establish collection 
sites throughout the 
region.

2
Provide curbside 
composting 
programs where 
feasible.

3



Education & Outreach

• Promote backyard and neighborhood composting 
through classes, educational materials, and giveaways.

• Educate the public on reducing food waste across the 
supply chain—from farm to consumer.

• Develop school-based education programs focused on 
food waste reduction and composting.



Collaboration & Partnerships

• Partner with restaurants to implement organics 
management practices.

• Collaborate with schools to integrate food waste 
diversion efforts.



Tracking & Reporting

• Implement systems to 
track and report food waste 
reduction and diversion 
efforts across the region.



After learning about food waste best practices, and hearing 
from Dan Tietema from Organicycle last month, what 
actions/objectives/goals are missing? What resources and 
education and outreach programs are needed?

The Slido app must be installed on every computer you’re presenting from

https://www.slido.com/powerpoint-polling?utm_source=powerpoint&utm_medium=placeholder-slide
https://www.slido.com/support/ppi/how-to-change-the-design
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